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MESSRS. JOSEPH P. McHUGH & CO., Interior Architects 
and Decorators, New York, with the view of encouraging 
the study of interior decoration after pure styles, offer six 
subjects for competition in The Decorator and Furnisher, 
beginning with the October, 1890, issue, which also commences 
the seventeenth volume of our journal. A prize of Twenty- 
five Dollars will be paid by the above firm, every alternate 
month during the year, for the best original design in the 
following special styles of ornamental construction and decora- 
tive treatment : 

LIST OF SUBJECTS FOR COMPETITION. 



A Colonial Reception Room. 
Prize awarded to James Thomson, of Boston. 

- An Italian Renaissance Dining Room. 
A Louis Seize Drawing Room. 

- A Romanesque Hall. 
An Adams Library. 

- A Louis Quinze Boudoir. 



October, 1890, 

December, " 
February, 1891, 
April, 

June, " 

August, " 

CONDITIONS. 

1. — Each competitive design must be 15 inches by 10 in size. 
The drawing must be executed by the pen in black ink, and sent 
us flat, not rolled up. 

2. — Each drawing must be original, and should include sug- 
gestions for wall decoration, draperies and furniture, after the 
style of its period, but adapted to modern construction and 
requirements. 

3 —Each drawing must be signed with a nom de plume, and 
accompanied by a letter giving the real name and address of the 
designer. All designs must be addressed to the Editor of The 
Decorator and Furnisher, 150 Nassau Street, New York, and 
must reach the office not later than the 1st of the month pre- 
vious to that for which the competition is announced ; thus, 
drawings for the December competition should reach the Editor 
not later than the 1st of November. 

4. — A committee of decorative artists will decide as to which 
design is entitled to the prize in each competition, as well as 
those entitled to honorable mention, and their decision will be 
final. 



WE beg to inform our readers that the trimming down of 
our page from its former size to its present dimensions 
does not mean a reduction in the size of the journal. 
The fraction cut off each of our printed pages is more than com- 
pensated for by the addition of four new pages of reading mat- 
ter, so that we have absolutely increased the size of the journal. 
The present is only the precursor of similar increases in the near 
future. 
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<I>HE DEGO^ACTOI^ AND PU^KISHE^. 



IT has been calculated that fifty million dollars are squandered 
ev.ery year by people in this country in misapplied house fur- 
nishings. We can hardly blame the house furnishing sales- 
man for this immense extravagance, because his business is to 
induce his customers to buy his goods, and to buy largely. The 
exigencies of his position, the payments of heavy rents and 
salaries and the possibility of changing fashions throwing un- 
salable goods on his hands, naturally compel him to take a cold- 
blooded view of the situation, and he is more likely to induce a 
customer to spend a hundred dollars on something he or she 
does not really require, than to supply at fifty dollars the very 
thing they needed. 

It is the duty, therefore, of the customer to inform himself 
as to what is refined and tasteful, and at the same time moder- 
ate in price, in house furnishings. 

It is surprising how little the well dressed, refined woman of 
to-day knows about interior decoration. She might, it is true, 
employ the service of a conscientious decorator to supply room 
plans and colored sketches, and place her on a level with men 
who are striving to sell quantity rather than quality, but this 
will cost money, and it is to supply the place of the conscien- 
tious decorator that The Decorator and Furnisher has been 
founded. 

In matters of dress a woman is pretty well posted, because 
she can obtain all necessary information from the fashion plates 
in the various dress -making journals, wherein the prevailing 
styles in dress and millinary are published week after week all 
over the country, informing their readers as to what is correct 
in dress. Taking the hint from our contemporaries, the fashion 
journals, we propose to publish in The Decorator and Fur- 
nisher an exhaustive series of illustrative plates of correct in- 
terior furnishings at an early date. 

People are only awakening to the idea that as much, if not 
more, taste can be manifested in the fashion of one's house as in 
the fashion of one's dress. In a few years house furnishing will 
be a great deal more prominent than it is at present, and mat- 
ters of dress will not continue to exclusively occupy the atten- 
tion of women of taste and refinement. It will be our business 
to supply the information necessary to select and place the fur- 
niture, carpets and draperies of individual rooms, as well as to 
give advice as to the style of finish for walls and ceilings. 



THE American Institute Fair in New York is at present hold- 
ing its annual exhibition. There is, as usual, a strong dis- 
play in matters of interior decoration, which are well 
worthy the attention of all who appreciate true art at home. 

The solid wood decorations of the Pyrogravure Company, of 
New York, make an important showing. An alcove has been 
entirely fitted up, the floors, walls, and ceiling being entirely 
covered with pyrogravure boards and veneerings. By this pro- 
cess the wood is scorched by means of hot dies, with deep brown or 
black tints, whose rich shadings have the effect of a finish of 
most expensive inlay work. The patterns shown are in the 
highest style of Renaissance art, and there are examples of de- 
corations for walls, wainsco tings, friezes, mantels, ceilings, picture 
frames, door panels, advertising signs, etc. The natural grain of 
the wood is also brought out, and any kind of wood can be used 
in the process. The treatment renders the wood unwarpable and 
insensible to either damp or heat, and its durability is greatly 
increased. 

In the matter of interior decoration perhaps the finest dis- 
play is that of the Persian Enameled Glass Company. Here the 
richest and most elaborately colored designs are produced on 
thick sheets of glass, the ground being either frosted, or covered 
with a semi- opaque enamel. The vitrification which fixes the 
colors in the substance of the glass, produces the most charming 
and agreeable tones. A Persian border in turquoise blue, salmon 
red, and pale green is wonderfully decorative, not only on ac- 
cound of its extreme beauty of form, but on account of the de- 
licious softness of. the color tones. Many of the glass panels 
intended for doors are in the Japanese style, one representing 
the flight of fishes in the water, being extremely beautiful, Work 
of this kind deserves the highest encouragement from all lovers 
of decorative art. 

The Cortland Desk Company deserves mention on account of 
their ingeniously contrived, convenient, beautiful and economical 
desks. These are made either to stand on the floor, or are sus- 
pended from the wall. Some are .intended for books only, while 
others combine the bookcase with an escritoire, or writing desk 
attachment, with pigeon holes for letters and books. Their desks 
are made in all styles, and provision is made by means of corner 



brackets and top shelves for placing pieces of bric-a-brac, which 
add greatly to the decorative appearance. ."Multum in parvo" 
is evidently the motto of this enterprising furniture house. 

The exhibit in folding bed, folding chairs and other patent 
appliances, by means of which a person renting but one room 
can have all the conveniences of an entire house, is as large as 
ever. Some of the designs exhibited are wonderfully elaborate 
and there are structures which are wardrobe, bed, cabinet, wash- 
stand and dressing table all combined in one. People nowadays 
are offered more conveniences in the way of combination furni- 
ture, than ever before in the history of the world. 

Rival firms manufacturing adjustable chairs have striven to 
outdo each other in the variety oL movements and positions that 
can be assumed by their respective products. Some of the chairs 
in the Fair can assume as many as fifty different positions. By 
simply turning a few screw heads and moving the chair as re- 
quired, the whole may be transformed into a full length bed, the 
back and foot rests can be raised or lowered to any level required 
and the entire apparatus can, by touching a nob, be transformed 
into a magnificent rocker. 

There are exhibits of portable houses, window shades, electric 
lounges, fancy rugs and carpets, patent gas stoves, kitchen stoves 
and ranges, etc. The newest addition to a piano consists in a 
machine which is adjustable to the key board of any instrument. 
To make the piano play any tone the person has only to turn a 
crank after the style of a hand organ and the music that is 
poured fourth is as good as -the quality of the piano will allow. 
The inventor claims that by this process no man or woman need 
spend ten valuable years of life learning to play the instrument, 
for a child can, by this contrivance, play the grandest instrument 
ever made, without knowing anything about it. It is not neces- 
sary to turn a crank, for by means of a little electric dynamo, 
or water engine, connection can be made, and the crank turned 
without the performer moving a muscle. It is really an ingenious 
contrivance. 



THE practice of buying the various art furnishings of a house 
at different establishments is a bad one from the stand- 
point of true decorative art. All the larger house furnish- 
ing stores are recognizing this fact and are providing wall 
papers, carpets and upholstery goods, perfectly harmonious in 
design and color, so as to produce the best possible artistic effect 
and obviate not only the loss of time, but the certain chance on 
the part of the customer of losing money, by the usual method 
of purchasing interior decorations' 

When one considers the vast amount of ignorance that pre- 
vails among the public on questions of decorative taste, and the 
consequent liability of the customer to throw away his money 
on unsatisfactory articles, it is strange that the idea of provid- 
ing all important furnishings by the leading furnishing houses 
in our cities, should not have been long since carried out. Every 
merchant knows that the success of his goods depend upon their 
utility, that is upon the readiness with which they may be used 
by his customers. In the matter of house furnishing it is of the 
greatest importance that the various purveyors of carpets, cur- 
tains and furniture should know what the other is doing, and 
that all should work harmoniously together. There is no other 
way we know of that will successfully produce the desired har- 
mony than the direct and sympathetic combination of art wall 
paper, art rugs, brocades, or cretonne covers, and muslin or 
silken draperies, all made to harmonize by the manufacturer by 
using the same, or similar designs and colors, and all supplied by 
one firm. 

Such a method whether carried out in velvet carpets, heavy 
papers, real woods and velvet, or silk, draperies and furniture 
coverings, or in inexpensive paper and muslin draperies, would be 
of immense value to every householder, for not only would 
money be saved, but the buyer would have the assistance and 
supervision of some one whose business it is to assist and supply 
the suggestion needed. 

It is also to the interest of the person selling to help the 
buyer as much as possible, for he knows in so doing that he 
keeps a customer who will be sure to recommend ethers to 
follow his example and bring their patronage to the place where 
he has found himself so well treated. Then there is also the 
saving of time and strength to be considered, for particularly in 
the case of women, running from shop to shop is a most exhaust- 
ing thing. The customer may sit quietly in one store and make 
her selections, and go home feeling almost as fresh as when she 
went away, and filled with the satisfaction and pleasure that at- 
tend successful accomplishment. 
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